9th Hour –Topic – Praying to find Your Own “MAN of Peace”


1. PPT			SPIRITUAL BOLDNESS 	@9a@
Eph 3:12  In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence. 

Heb 4:16  Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

Heb 10:19  Therefore, brothers, . . . . . . we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 

1Jn 4:17  In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 




2.	INTRO	This session may be longer – possibly an 1 ½ hours in length
	



3.	LECTURE – WHAT IS “A PERSON OF PEACE”	Time limit 20 minutes
Dear Brothers let us think about what we mean by a “MEN of Peace”

JESUS said: “The harvest is plentiful”
Let us start by looking at God’s work first.
God’s Prevenient Grace	=  becoming acquainted / aware 
      Drawing of men to God John 6:44-45, 65; 
      General revelation of God to sinner Rom. 2:14-16 
     Grace before salvation Acts 13:43; 18:27
God’s Convincing Grace 	= courtship
  Conviction of sin John 16:8-11; 
  the other verses have to do with repentance etc. 
God’s Saving Grace		= marriage decision + culmination
God’s Assurance of Salvation = union + oneness

SEARCHING FOR & IDENTIFYING MEN OF PEACE
God arranges for praying believers to meet MEN of peace that HE has already prepared.
1. Finding MEN of peace is not about technique. Every MAN of peace story I know and every MAN of peace I have found has been different.  But there are things we can do to find the MAN of peace. A few ideas are:

2. Finding MEN of peace is about listening to the voice of the Master. Therefore, it is a spiritual exercise based on a loving, abiding relationship with Jesus, not something we can manufacture.

3. Finding a MAN of peace is about consistently praying. When I consistently pray about finding MEN of peace, I find them. When I don’t focus my prayer on this, I don’t. 


4.	PRAYERS REGARDING FINDING A “MAN OF PEACE” or WOMAN of Peace and HIS / HER OIKOS	  #p9a#
	
Prayer Instructions: 		Time limit 20 minutes
a) Pray in groups of 5
b) Each spontaneously pick a prayer
c) Do not necessarily follow the order presented


MEN of Peace or WOMEN of Peace 
1. Can you think of “MEN / Women of Peace” in the Bible?
Present them by name to the Lord and ask for insights that can be applied today.

Understanding “Oikos”       (((circle of relationships)))                                                                                                               2. Ask the Lord Jesus for the right understanding of the oikos (cirle of friends surrounding the “MEN / Women of Peace”) and ask Jesus to change Your witnessing and soul-winning behavior accordingly.


Rejoice and Imitate
3. Do you know of fruitful MEN / Women of peace contacts? By personal experience or “grape vine”. Give thanks to Jesus illuminating this happening. Thank the Holy Spirit for the way he led you (the other person)


What Would Jesus Do?
4. The Holy Spirit brings you a MAN of peace who says to you:  "Some of us go out for drinks on Friday after work. Would you like to join us?"  You have now been offered his hospitality.  He has opened up his circle of friends to you. Ask Jesus now how you should accept such an invitation. Ask Jesus what HE would do. 



Rearranging Time Schedule                                                                                                                 5. If your interest is pure you hope that soon the Lord of the Harvest will lead you to a MAN of peace or Woman and their “household”, ask Jesus to prepare you now for graceful willingness to rearrange your time schedule. Ask Jesus for humility to leave your comfort zone and enter into their usually less comfortable life situations. 

Does your soul tell you something?                                                                                                                                6. In prayer share with Jesus what you are thinking. Share your Personal Response – What does your heart tell you?  What does your brain tell you? What do your emotions tell you? What does your soul tell you? Perhaps it is only a whisper you are sensing, tell it orally to Jesus now. Invite one of the team to join you in prayer for further clarity. 

Starting a “New Life” group                                                                                                                                                     7. Ask Jesus now what HE would have you do to start “New Life for MEN”or Ladies groups among the oikoi you are in contact with?

Prayer Changes You
8. The key personal ingredient or commitment from a worker to find “MEN of Peace” and Ladies of Peace and their Oikoi is to constantly look for them and therefore be constantly saturated in prayer about it. Asks Jesus to change you – your attitude – your outlook.


Intimacy with Jesus
9. The 3 common elements of finding a MAN / Lady of peace are: a. It is never the same;  b. It is done under the direction of Jesus himself; c. The whole process is controlled through prayer. In prayer confess if you have or desire such intimate personal relationship with Jesus!


10 Send me to a MAN! Send me to a LADY!
Prayer: “Lord, send me to somebody who needs to know you,”  @9b@
           A “MAN of Peace” already prepared by You.

5. SONG


6.	PPT	May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. 1Th 5:23  

“God may not always be on time, but He’s never late” (Psalm 139). 	@9c@


7.	PRAYING TO DISCOVER YOUR OWN “MAN / LADY OF PEACE”  #p9b#   

Pass out prayer list for names and meeting sites 
· It is small and not threatening
· This info can be shared in prayer or with your pastor
 or other brother who might do the actual visiting
· The idea is to complete this list at home
· It is meant as a sign – “6 for heaven”
· Pray each day for one name for one year 

Prayer Instructions: 		Time limit 15 minutes
a) List some MEN / Ladies with spiritual interest that you know need Jesus - (5 minutes)
b) Under column 3 “#” write how close to accepting salvation you think that MAN might be:
· Use a 1 – 10 scale = “1” is very close;   “10” is very far away.
c) Write down a possible comfortable place where your CoH Leader  or a Brother / Sister could meet with that MAN / Lady. i.e. Café, park, at his home, etc. 
d) Next YOU pray with another brother / Sister for this MAN / Lady by name, place and number of closeness (10 min)



(((   Fill out – then pray 2 by 2   )))
	
	Fam               Name
	#
	Possible place to meet

	1
	

	
	

	2
	

	
	

	3
	

	
	

	4
	

	
	

	5
	

	
	

	6
	

	
	





8.		RELEASING THE LOST INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD	#p9c#	
(For this evening’s harvest time in Irpin)

Prayer Instructions: 		Time limit 15 minutes
d) Pray in groups of 5
e) Begin and end by reading the Bible verse in unison as a group orally
f) Each spontaneously pick a prayer
g) One or more Brothers may choose to repeat one of the prayer ideas

“And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” (2 Cor. 4:3,4)

· 1. Pray that the person’s heart be prepared, so that it will be “good soil” for the seed (Mk. 4:8).
· 2. Pray that Satan will not be able to steal the seeds of truth (see Mk. 4:15, and that nothing else will be able to destroy the seeds--Mk. 4:16-19).
· 3. Pray that the Word becomes revelation through the lifting of the veil (2 Cor. 4:3,4. An excellent prayer to use is Ephesians 1:17: “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.”)
· 4. Pray that the root of pride in them be broken (2 Cor. 10:3-5).
· 5. Pray that the person come to true repentance (2 Pet. 3:9 and 2 Tim. 2:25,26: “God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil having been held captive by him to do his will.”

“For though we live in the world, we do not war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ” (2 Cor. 10:3-5).


9.	For Further Home use in daily prayer		#p9d#	

· Ask God to help you identify and then destroy the strongholds which protect the person’s belief system (includes calculative reasoning; wisdom or logic; accumulated wisdom and information learned over time; what one really believes—the person’s mindset. Also includes philosophies, religions, humanism, atheism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, racism, intellectualism, Judaism, materialism, roots of rejection, perversions, alcoholism, other addictions that cause a person to think a certain way). “In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ I pray that this stronghold of _____________ be destroyed in _____________’s life. GOD’S WEAPONS

· All forms of prayer.  Supplication, agreement with other Christians), travail, praying in the Spirit, binding and loosing—any biblical form of prayer. (Ephesians 6:18)
· Praise.  Always praise God for the salvation of the one(s) for whom you are praying. (Psalm 149:5-9)
· The Word of God.  Speaking Scriptures that apply to your situation releases great power against the enemy.  (Ephesians 6:17b)
· The name of Jesus.  Praying in the name of Jesus is a powerful weapon against demonic powers and strongholds. (Luke10:17)






